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iy sun INVESTIGATES POWER STRUGGLE 


The paper mill in Luke receives a clean-energy subsidy to use 
‘black liquor’ as fuel — while generating pollutants 
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JERRY JACKSON/BALTIMORE SUN 


The 228-acre Verso paper mill dwarfs the town of Luke on the banks of the Potomac River in Western Maryland. The plant 
generates much of its own power by burning "black liquor," a sludge byproduct of paper-making. 


A paler shade 


First ofa series 


By SCOTT DANCE 
The Baltimore Sun 


its towers. 


The Luke Mill, the largest employer in | 
this tiny town, has powered the economy | 
in this corner of Appalachia for genera- 
tions, producing paper for countless ; 
Campbell’s soup labels and glossy covers _ 
for National Geographic and Playboy. : 

Even as other factories in this stretch | 


“If you 
called it 


dandelion 
liquor, no 
one would 


care.” 
Greg Harvey 


of green 


LUKE, 

he paper mill hulks overabendin | 

| the Potomac River Valley, a castle _ 
of pale blue metal between steep | 

green slopes. Clouds ofsteam billow from | 


: of Western Maryland have closed down, 
_ this mill has managed to survive. 

| That’s in part because the 10-story- 
: high boiler deep inside the mill burns a 
_ sludge known as black liquor. 

MD. | | The substance, a mix of caustic chemi- 
_ cals and wood waste left over from the 
: paper-making process, was once pollu- 
' tion, a byproduct that fouled the rocky 
banks of the Potomac. 

: Now Maryland calls it green energy. 

_ It’s not a particularly clean form of 
. energy. Burning black liquor releases 
- carbon dioxide, the greenhouse gas that 
_ causes climate change. 

: But because it’s a waste product being 
` used to generate power, state legislators 
: See ENERGY, page 20 
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Police 
seek 
to win 


Department in crisis 
lacks coordination 
with agencies, officials 


By DouG DONOVAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Staggered by a succession of crises — 
civil rights violations, corruption convic- 
tions and the unsolved killing of a homicide 
detective — the Baltimore Police Depart- 
ment is closing out its dismal year with a 
depleted force struggling to contain soaring 
violent crime while also trying to restore 
wavering public trust. 

While the department flails, city, state 
and federal officials appear to be operating 
from competing play- 
books — a lack of coor- 
dination that law en- 
forcement professionals 
warn could deepen dis- 
trust. 

When Gov. Larry 
Hogan came to Baltimore 
Tuesday to announce a 
crime-fighting plan for 
the city, Baltimore offi- Davis 
cials stayed away. Mayor 
Catherine Pugh thanked Hogan, but said 
the plan offered nothing new. 

Also Wednesday, a fifth officer from the 
formerly elite Gun Trace Task Force 
pleaded guilty to federal racketeering 
charges for his role in a scheme to shake 
down criminal suspects and innocent 
citizens. Homicide Detective Sean Suiter 
had been set to testify before a federal 
grand jury investigating the task force 
when he was shot in the head last month. 

Police Commissioner Kevin Davis is still 
waiting to hear whether the FBI will take 
See POLICE, page 8 
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Prosecutors pursue tougher 
charges in overdose cases 


Some dealers in state now face manslaughter, murder 


By ALISON KNEZEVICH T 
The Baltimore Sun 


The overdose looked like so 
many others in Maryland: A 
young man found unconscious 
on the bathroom floor, drug 
paraphernalia nearby. 


But prosecutors would treat Sandra Wade 


the death of 35-year-old Christo- 
pher Wade in Charles County in 2015 
differently. They would charge his drug 


dealer with manslaughter in the 
first case of its kind there. What 
Wade thought was heroin, they 
said, was pure fentanyl — the 
much more potent synthetic opi- 
oid that’s driving the surge in 
drug deaths in Maryland and 
across the nation. 

To Wade’s mother, Sandra, the 
manslaughter charge was only 
fair. She says she pushed prosecutors to 
See OVERDOSES, page 19 
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SPORTS 


ARMY 14, NAVY 13: Army quarterback Ah- 
mad Bradshaw was the catalyst, directing a 
game-winning drive late in the fourth quarter 
of the Army-Navy game and diving over the 
goal line from 1 yard out to cap the decisive 
drive, which lasted 13 plays over 65 yards. 
SPORTS PGS1, 6 
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TODAY’S WEATHER 


SUNNY 
Partly sunny Monday SPORTS PG 12 
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Health is a journey, not a destination. 
That’s why LifeBridge Health 

is dedicated to getting you well 

and keeping you well. With more 
than 1,700 community physicians 
throughout Maryland and everything 
from fitness to urgent care, we’re 
with you every step of the way. 


Visit lifebridgehealth.org/sun 
or call 410-601-WELL (9355) 
to learn more. 
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